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This study focuses on publication and censorship, as a part of research of
the prevalence of Marxism (and the history of its acceptance) in prewar Japan. The author has tried
to clarify the actual situation of the publication about Marxism and the censorship on it by using
secret materials at that time, such as "Shuppann Keisatu Hou (The police report on the publication)”

by the Ministry of Interior and "Ken-etu Seihon", copy books offered by publishers that were
actually used when the authority censored them. Specifically, the author has conducted investigation
on the “ Seizure rate” that shows the effectiveness of the prohibition of publications at that
time and then has made a database, and, at the same time, has advanced the study of the traces of
censorship such as comments left by censors on the margin of copy books for “ Ken-etu Seihon” .
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