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There has been controversy about whether Adam Smith is an economic
egalitarian because he expresses at least four distinct views on equality, in two of which, he
approves of inequality and in the other two, he claims otherwise. The purpose of this research is to

consider these four views carefully to understand Smith’ s complete position on equality. This
research also examines Smith’ s apparently contradictory views on equality as his evolving response
to Hume and Rousseau’ s critiques of inequality. According to Smith, an equal and opulent society
will evolve. A primitive society is equal but poor. In contrast, an existing civilized society is
opulent but unequal. In each society, equality and opulence are incompatible. However, Smith
believes that a future civilized society will fully achieve both equality and opulence. This
research analyses both historically and theoretically the comprehensive structure of Smith’ s
egalitarian views.
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