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The Central Statistical Board established in 1918 by Soviet authorities was
the first centralized system of official statistics in the world. Controversy surrounding
centralized and decentralized systems of official statistics has risen in the middle of 19th century

when official statistical organisations in European countries have been formed. The opinion that
centralized statistical system in Soviet Russia was established out of necessity for the planned
economy is commonly accepted. The achievement of this survey is to have shed light on the European
influence on the establishing of statistical organisation in Soviet Russia. This survey is based on
documents from Russian State Economic Archives (RGAE) and Russian State Historical Archives (RGIA).
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