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This study analyzes the impact of continued post-childbirth employment by
married women on married couples® income mobility, using Wave 11-24 (2003 2016) of the Japanese
Panel Survey of Consumers.

The findings are as follows: first, continuous employment or taking childcare leave makes a couple
s income transition upward, and the upward effect is larger as the husband’ s income is higher.
Second, however, by taking the endogeneity of women’ s income level and continuous employment or
taking childcare leave into account, the upward effect could only be observed in couples where the
husband earned a high income. Third, the upward effect expired within 10 years following the first
child’ s birth.

These findings suggest that work-life balance policies aiming to support continued postpartum
gmplﬂym$nt by married women have possibilities to increase income inequality among married couples
in the future.
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