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In this research, I studied four aspects of land improvement projects.
First, | analyzed the rationale for, and features of, the scattered and intermingled field system
before land improvement projects were carried out, and compared it with the open field system in
Europe. Second, 1 highlighted the achievement of the privately financed land improvement projects
implemented until 1909. At that time, Japan had well-developed irrigation systems based on
cooperation among, and within, village communities. Third, | studied how the rental rate was
determined since its fluctuation prevented the consolidation of holdings and taking up of land
improvement projects. In particular, 1 focused on Shiroshi Nasu’ s theory of “ equitable rent.”
Finally, | created a database that provides a record of almost all the land improvement projects
undertaken in the Toyama prefecture during the early twentieth century.
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