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Since the 1990s, German regional policy experienced a remarkable change. In

contrast to the regional policy in the previous years, which mainly pursued to mitigate the regional
disparity and to maintain and construct a decentralized regional structure, the focus of the policy
now moved rather to promote the development of key areas that could be footholds of German economic
development in the global locational competition: The eleven Metropolitan Regions that were
designated by the federal government since 1995 were to be such areas and expected to be the
motors™ of German social, cultural and economic development. Focusing on one of these areas, the
Stuttgart Metropolitan Region, and the "Stuttgart 21", a gigantic redevelopment project in the
Stuttgart area, this study investigated the German regional policy and especially issues related to
democracy in the regional development.
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