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Social justice and free choice of learning in the free school movement in Japan:
Confluence with neo-liberal policy
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In Japan, parents are obligated to send children aged 6 to 15 to formal
schools. But, since the 1990s, as a special case for school non-attendant students, compulsory
education has been permitted at places other than formal schools. In recent years, the aim of free
school staffs was to allow all children to exercise their right to receive general education outside

of the formal schooling by making new laws. However, the Educational Opportunity Securing Act,
which was enacted in December 2016, remained the type of compulsory education system as before.
These movements of free school staffs are compatible with the privatization of compulsory
education, but their origin differs from neo-liberalism, which seeks to realize high-quality public
services with less tax burden by introducing free market competition. The purpose of the free school
movement is to guarantee the rights of minorities to learn.



12

¢y

1992

2008

FS

FS

FS

28

2015

4

1990

105

2015

2012

FS

2015

5

2016



12

@
FS
FS
FS
8 9 12
10 14
11
13
1
2
3 FS
1
10 8
10 8
14
11
13




®

1
2 3
29
2
30
;
2017 3
2
)
26
2 2019 5
14
1 1
6
4
®)
FS
FS
FS

FS



FS

©)
4
2
5
jj —
2018
2017
2016
(SNE ) 2016
0
0
1
887
@

@

2019

2017

pp

.33-38



