©
2015 2017

Research on the sustainable community welfare on the basis of solidarity economy
in Japanese mountainous areas

kitajima, kenichi

3,500,000

In response to the critical situations, new local collective initiatives
emerge in Japanese rural areas science ‘ 80s, especially in the area called “ chyu-sankan-chiki”
boundary areas between flatland and mountains. Their diversity certainly corresponds to the
multifaceted nature of difficulty faced by the rural communities, such as low farmer income,
increase of abandoned farmland due to weakening labor force, decreasing population, aging etc. But
from the perspective of solidarity economy, our research shed light rather on the actor side, social

relations which have motivated the initiatives. We think that these initiatives are based on the
women"s self-realization desire and the resistance to the crisis of rural community, both of which
are the consequence of penetration of market economy into the family farm at the expense of
self-sufficiency.
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