©
2015 2018

Proficiency and the expression of practical thinking in different types of
childcare conferences
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The types of childcare conferences conducted at preschool, in-school
training programs include training by using teachers’ conferences after class observations and
training using videos. These training methods were compared, and teachers’ nonverbal behaviors and
practical thinking were examined. The results indicated that many teachers smiled and spoke about
the children’ s behaviors in conferences that use videos. On the other hand, many teachers often
nodded and spoke about the impression of teachers, contents of curriculums, as well as their
development in conferences that use after class observations. Conferences after class observations
have a guidance plan that clarifies the goals of education and care, which might be reflected in the

teachers’ empathetic behaviors. On the other hand, in conferences using videos, conforming smiles
were often observed, which might lead to sharing emotions and developing open and honest
conversations.
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