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Maternal verbal input and children®s language development
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This project clarified the effects of maternal input on children’ s language
development by analyzing the data of 158 pairs aged 9, 12, 14, 18, 21, and 24 months and the
follow-up survey at 24 and 33 months. First, number of maternal utterance at 14 months predicted
positively the children’ s expressive words at 33 months, and mothers’ MLU at 21 months predicted
positively MSL at 33 months. Second, properties of four baby talk types (onomatopoeia, baby-form
words, addition of a suffix, and phoneme conversion), developmental trends, and the effects of IDS
on children’ s linguistic development were revealed. Mothers’ baby-form words at 14 months
predicted productive conventional-form words at 33 months. Third, the baby-form ratio for nouns at
14 months predicted children’ s productive nouns positively at 24 months and the baby-form ratio for
verbs at 24 months predicted negatively children’ s productive verbs at 33 months. The effects of
IDS on word learning change across development.
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