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This research project has 4 parts: (1) an inquiry into the philosophical
actuality of the critique of enlightenment and reason, (2) an investigation into the philosophical
heritage of Jewish thought about suffering, (3) a consideration of the thought of catastrophic
experience (Minamata disease, Hansen"s disease etc.), and (4) an analysis of the concept of
potentiality, and the philosophical elements of weakness and fragility in contemporary thought.
Focusing on the moment of "pathos" such as fragility, weakness, and helplessness of human life, this

research project treated the particular significance of traditional thought of "pathei mathos," or
learning through suffering, and basically proposed the conception of philosophical anthropology
based on the knowledge of pathos.
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