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The purpose of this study was to investigate young children’ s mathematical
development and the cultural characteristics of teachers’ support in multicultural childcare in
which children and teachers’ frequent adjustment of the cultural context was expected. Longitudinal

observations of the classrooms of five-year-olds and interviews conducted with teachers at a
daycare center and kindergarten attached to a foreign school in Japan revealed that, similar to the
previous findings in monocultural childcare, mathematics components were embedded frequently in
multicultural childcare activities that did not focus on mathematics teaching. However, most of the
observed mathematics was rather simple. In relation to children and teachers’ communication,
various efforts to adjust contextual differences were observed. These findin?s su?gest that
practical modifications that embed mathematics appropriately in multicultural childcare activities
are needed.
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