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A study on the Career Development Support of Female International Volunteers:
Cases of Japanese Language Teachers Working Overseas
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This research is based on the questionnaires and interviews of Japanese

female language teachers working overseas, mostly as international volunteers. The main aim of these
surveys is to identify the reasoning behind changing their career path when returning to Japan. The
major factors as to why they cannot obtain teaching posts in their specialized field is because, in
Japanese society, women’ s work experience outside western countries is not appreciated and there
is a difference in the standard of values and skills between Japan and the developing countries
regarding the competences of Japanese language teaching. Henceforth, the reform of social awareness
is fundamental in solving such a discord. Thus, it is essential to encourage strategic self-career
education/development for teachers who have taught abroad to promote the movement of educational
human resources, which in turn would develop the field of Japanese language teaching
internationally.
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