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We attempted to develop a system to visualize glial-restricted progenitors
(GRPs) and/or transition state of neural stem cell (NSC) differentiation into glia. We identified
Kenjl6 which is an inward-rectifier type potassium channel as a marker for GRPs or glial
differentiation of NSCs via expression profiling to identify genes which respond to the temporal
changes of gliogenic potency of NSCs during development and in situ hybridization analysis of
expression pattern of candidate genes during central nervous system development. Finally, it has
been suggested that a reporter system which can recapitulate the expression pattern of Kcnjl6 can be

applicable to visualize GRPs or glial differentiation of NSCs.
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