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FAUNAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ENDANGERED PROFUNDAL OLIGOCHAETE ASSEMBLAGES IN
OLIGOTROPHIC LAKES IN JAPAN
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Oligochaete composition was studied in the profundal bottoms of several
oligotrophic lakes in northern Japan. The composition was different from each other, and many
representatives were thought to be stenotherm and oxyphilic, and primarily subterranean species.
Recent faunal changes were detected in Lake Kuttara in Hokkaido and Lake Inawashiro in Fukushima
Prefecture, probably due to recent changes in water chemistries by anthropogenic eutrophication and
neutralization, respectively. Two lumbriculid and 3 naidid species were collected in the spring
flowing into Lake Tazawa in Akita Prefecture. Two of which are undescribed and thought to be
subterranean species. It is suggested that rich and unique oligochaete assemblages had been found in
1528 profundal Lake Tazawa before zoobenthos extinction caused by the artificial acidification in
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