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Taxonomy and biogeography of wood pest Reticulitermes in Japan for the
application to the control.
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One of the subtteranean termites, Reticulitermes widely distributed in Japan
and is one of the most serious pests of woodworks and buildings in the northern temperate zone. The
taxonomic and distributional information of the genus is very important because the control

strategy of each species depends on the ecological features of each species. However, absence of the
taxonomic information is a cause of the delay for the other studies such as ecology, physiology and
S0 on.

In this study, | analyzed three DNA regions, two mitochondrial and one nuclear DNA, of Japanese
Reticulitermes and estimated the molecular phylogeny of Reticulitermes in Japan in order to
contribute to the taxonomy of the genus. Additionally, the biogeographical perception will be
acquired by combining the data of molecular phylogeny and geology.
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