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A gom arative study on the state of animal friendly food system chain in Japan
and the EU
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The EU banned ca?ed eggs in 2012, and the proportion of non-caged hens
increased to around 50% in 2018. It is also mandatory to print the production method on each
eggshell. Conversely, in Japan, conventional caged hens amount to 97%. Globally, the radical
activities of NGOs led to global food companies not being allowed to handle cage eggs.

In 2012, BBFAW introduced evaluation criteria for the efforts of multinational companies toward
animal welfare. This is a new trend in ESG investment. In Japan, several egg companies follow the
Aviary system in laying hens and dairy farmers keep cows in pastures and have obtained the
certification of animal-welfare-friendly system in some associations. Therefore, government

subsidies and education for consumers are highly essential.
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