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i i Behcet”s disease and sarcoidosis _both are HLA-associated ocular diseases. It
is well established that Behcet®s disease and sarcoidosis are strongly associated with HLA-B*51

allele and some HLA-DRB1 alleles, respectively. Recent studies have reported that gene-gene
interactions between HLA risk alleles and other risk genes are observed in HLA-associated diseases,
leading to increase the risk of the diseases. In this study, we performed a genome-wide
investigation of gene-gene interactions between HLA risk alleles and other genes in Behcet"s disease

and sarcoidosis. Our genome-wide gene-gene interaction analysis identified several candidate genes
which interact with HLA risk alleles of Behcet"s disease and sarcoidosis.
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