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The present research project could produce five significant results.

Firstly, we set up a hospital ethics committee consultant liaison conference and could establish a
network where experts involved in clinical ethics consultation gather, and we held the conference
four times. Secondly, we clarified issues related to our ethical consultation and future research
topics. Third, we established a process of second opinion small group team ethics consultation and
made ethical proposals for two consultation requests. Fourth, we conducted literature research on
core competency required for clinical ethics consultants and clarified its essence. Finally, we were

able to develop the results of this research as an empirical research on ethical issues involved in
surrogate decision making in Japanese clinical settings.
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