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Comprehensive study on assessment and intervention for pragmatic communication
disorders in brain damaged patients

Nakamura, Hikaru
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Everyday communication is made not only with formal language use, but
also with rhetorical language use. Rhetorical language enrich human communication, and metaphorical
expressions are one of the most popular one.

The main findings of our studies were as follows: 1) our novel (not conventional) metaphor
comprehension tasks were effective to appraise pragmatic language dysfunction in brain damaged
patients, 2) not only patients with right hemisphere damage due to cerebrovascular disease, but also

patients with Alzheimer’ s disease had metaphor comprehension impairments, 3) pragmatic language
dysfunction preceded formal language dysfunction in a progression of Alzheimer’ s disease.
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Mini-Mental State Examination MMSE
Frontal Assessment Battery
Fujimoto, Nakamura, et al. 2019
MMSE  17-23 24
Normal Very .
) Mild AD
controls mild AD
Simile Comprehension Test 87.56+£9.1 76.3+10.0 54.8+14.9
Token Test 98.9+1.0 96.7+1.8 94.3+5.1

Values are percentages of correct responses (mean + standard deviations)
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