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In Japan point-of-care tests are routinely used to diagnose influenza. We
calculated the incidence of hospitalization in influenza-positive patients with acute respiratory
failure, pneumonia, acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), febrile seizures and
encephalitis/encephalopathy. The percentage of hospitalizations by age was 2.96% of patients aged
0-1 years; 0.77% aged 2-5; 0.51% aged 6-12; 0.78% aged 13-18; 1.36% aged 19-44; 1.19% aged 45-64;
and 2.21% aged 65-74. The incidence of hospitalizations from these five complications combined was
highest in patients aged 0-1 years (94.3 per 10000) compared with 30.7 in those aged 2-5 years and
27.1 in those aged 65-74 years. For pneumonia, incidence was highest for patients aged 0-5 years and

65 years or more. There were statistically significant decreasing trends over the years in the
incidence of hospitalizations from pneumonia and febrile seizures.
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