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Relationship between the severity of adult RSV infection and plasma LL-37 levels
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Serum LL-37 levels were measured in 59 adult patients with lower respiratory
tract infections. We examined whether plasma LL-37 levels were associated with severity and
causative organisms. The organisms were detected in 66% (39 cases) of patients. In 19 of the 59
patients (32%), respiratory viruses were detected using nucleic acid amplification methods.
Rhinovirus (n=8) was the most frequently detected virus and RSV was detected in 5% (3 cases) in
total. No significant differences in plasma LL-37 levels were found between the etiological groups
(virus alone, virus+bacteria and bacteria alone). LL-37 levels (meant SD) did not differ
significantly among the 3 groups (mild:67.9+ 33.6 , moderate:77.0+ 53.9 and severe:46.9+ 18.4

ng/ml).
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