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Clinical evaluation of PGE-MUM as a biomarker in IPF
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We explored the clinical usefulness of measuring stable prostaglandin E-
major urinary metabolite (PGE-MUM) with respect to pathogenesis and extent of chronic fibrosing IP
(CFIP), including idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF). Compared to control, PGE-MUM levels were
significantly elevated in CFIP. PGE-MUM levels were positively correlated with FS, and inversely
correlated with %DLCO in IP. PGE-MUM can be a promisin? biomarker reflecting disease activity in
CFIP. COX-2 was highly expressed in metaplastic epithelial cells in IPF, suggesting that these cells

are major sources of elevated PGE-MUM in IPF.
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