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Making database of information of patients with Kii ALS/parkinsonism-dementia
complex (ALS/PDC) for research on pathophysiology and pathogenesis
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Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis/parkinsonism-dementia complex (ALS/PDC) is an

endemic neurodegenerative disease in Guam, Kii peninsula and Papua. The incidence of ALS of the 3
foci was extremely high, but has gradually declined in these decades and ALS/PDC is expected to
disappear in the near future with the pathogenesis unclarified. The purpose of this study is to make

database of the important information of the patients with this peculiar disease to use them for
future research.

Database of clinical history, physical findings and laboratory data of 50 patients with ALS/PDC of
the H focus of Kii peninsula were made. Additionally, brains and spinal cords of 18 autopsy cases
were examined, and neuropathological and immunohistochemical diagnoses were made. Database of
neuropathological findings with microscopic pictures was made. Data from this database has been used

by the internal researchers, and we plan to make it available for use by outside researchers under
certain restrictions.
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