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Association of DNA methylation with child abuse, suicidal behavior, and stage of
illness in major depressive disorder
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The main aim of the present study is to examine whether childhood abuse
experiences and suicidal behaviors are involved in DNA methylation of peripheral leukocytes from
major depressive disorder. Our results suggest that childhood abuse experiences are associated with
methylation levels in the specific genes and suicidal behaviors are linked to altered methylation in

the promoter region of the serotonin transporter gene.
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