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In the recent research criteria, the prodromal phase of dementia with Lewy
bodies includes psychiatric-onset presentations. However, its clinicopathological features remains
unclear. In 36 autopsy cases with diffuse Lewy body disease, clinical and pathological variables
were statistically compared among three groups according to initial symptoms. The severity of
parkinsonism was significantly greater in the parkinsonism group than those in the psychotic state
and memory disturbance. As to pathological findings, the median senile plaque score was
significantly higher in the memory disturbance group than in the other groups. These results support

the fact that cerebral [ -amyloid accumulation contributes to determining the clinical phenotypes
in terms of the timin? the onset of dementia relative to that of parkinsonism in Lewy body dementia.
Further clinicopathological studies with specific biomarker data are needed to clarify disease
progression patterns in Lewy body dementia.
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