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The effects of cognitive remediation on the activatity of the reward systems in
schizophrenia
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We investigated the effects of NEAR, which is one method of cognitive

remediation therapy, on motivational states of the participants assessed with "Quality of Life Scale
(QLS)" and on functional connectivity between the pairs of brain regions within brain reward system
measured with resting-state functional magnetic resonance imaging.
After three months of NEAR, the score of the "Motivation™ item increased by 2.1 points compared with
that assessed at baseline. On the other hand, NEAR did not affect functional connectivity between
any pair of two brain regions within brain reward system. The finding that NEAR did not influence
the functional connectivity may result from two factors: the contribution of the brain regions
outside the reward system and methodological issues on defining region of interest within the brain
reward system.
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