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CD271 is a candidate cancer stem cell marker for HNSCC, but its functional
role is left undetermined. By a co-purificaton approach, we identified Cortactin as a binding

partner. CD271 positive cells expressed Cortactin, and cortactin-low cells showed decreased
tumorigenesis and motility, which is similar to the CD271-loss phenotypes. Notably, actin network

was damaged in cortactin-low cells. These results suggest CD271 and cortactin are potential
therapeutic targets of head and neck cancer.
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