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It is known that over 60 % of patients with taste dysfunction are originally
caused by zinc deficiency, and that zinc intake therapies are effective for these patients. But
patients have to take blood tests with surgical stress to assay zinc deficiency. On the other hand,
carbonic anhydrase (CA) 6 has significant relation to taste dysfunction. As it takes a long time to
detect CA 6 by a previously established ELISA method, we have tried to develop a swift and simple
new diagnostic method using the imunochromatographic analysis. We attempted to apply the CA 6
monoclonal antibody to the screening of the taste dysfunction, and to examine effects of zinc oral
administration on the taste disc levels and the CA 6 values in parotid saliva. CA 6 values
ne?atively correlated with taste disk levels. Those results suggest that the measurement of CA6
values in parotid saliva might be helpful to establish a new and rapid screening method for taste

dysfunction caused by zinc deficiency.
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