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We investigated the ethical behavior of newly graduated nurses assigned to
the emergency department over 3 years. In the first year, they prioritized work and felt a dilemma
over the inability to provide care as they thought they would. The second year critically captured
the behaviors of physicians and senior nurses, but emergency nurses also perceived their lack of
knowledge and noticed differences between their values and those of others. In the third year, it
became possible to make suggestions about ethical problems and to work in multiple professions. On
the other hand, Certified Nurse Specialists in critical care nursing with experience in emergency
care had increased their interest in ethical issues by learning at a postgraduate school during a
time when they experienced unethical situations. As they became able to make ethical judgments, they

gained confidence in the ethical problem-solving process and, furthermore, began to tackle the
ethical issues of the organization.
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