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The purpose of this research is to understand the mechanism of business

start-ups in coastal areas affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake.
Many business founders at the affected coastal areas tend to be satisfied with low-profit
occupations. An influencing factor to consider is the start-up support policy, which was introduced
to increase the number of new businesses in a short time span. On the other hand, analysis of the
social network of business founders revealed that new human resources transferred to the area after
the disaster are now working as the hub of the network and have disseminated related information and

know-how to the would-be business founders.
Therefore, in conclusion, what is effective for the long-term development of business creation in a
rural area such as the coastal affected areas is to cultivate talents with expertise on start-up
support and to invite such talents in the local network as a hub.
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