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As a novel research strategy in psychiatry, Research Domain Criteria (RDoC)
has attracted attention. RDoC is a research strategy that focuses on the neurobiological mechanisms
and core aspects of behavior rather than to rely on traditional diagnostic categories. In this
study, we proposed a theoretical framework for evaluating psychiatric research strategies, including

the conventional diagnostic cate?ory—based approaches and the RDoC approach. The proposed framework
is based on the statistical model and computational models of the processes by which the disorder
arises. The framework provides the statistical power to quantify how likely relevant pathogenetic
factors are to be detected. Based on the proposed framework, we discussed which approach performs
better in different types of situations. The proposed framework will be helpful to evaluate the
research strategies in psychiatry and to design psychiatric studies based on the computational
models.
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