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In general, it is difficult to examine past ecological events, but specimens
deposited in herbaria would be useful for such study because the specimens keep their DNA as when
they were collected. These materials can be used to examine past hybridization between indigenous
plant species and invasive alien species. We examined the possible values of the specimens iIn
herbaria for study on past natural hybridization between native and invasive plants. In addition,
field surveys and molecular genetic studies on on-going hybridization between two Rumex species, of
which one is native and other is exotic, were conducted.
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