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Collective consciousness and caste: dynamics of social groups in Maharashtra,
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Social customs, matrimonial relationships, hereditary memberships and

hierarchical structure in the local communities had been defined as “caste” which was a
self-consistent system peculiar to Indian society. The purpose of this project was to reconsider
aspects of what has been called "caste" in Marathi region. Kinship, vocational, fraternal, religious
and stratified groups were uniformly treated under the name of "caste”; nonetheless the principles
of social cohesion actually inter-weaved with each other.

This research project shows that in the terms of modern Marathi discursive space, the narrative of
caste was multifaceted per se.The grounds for their argument were their mythological lineage, social
customs maintained by the group and historical records of the family property. The notion of *
caste” will be reconsidered from a multi-dimensional perspective. We hereafter are required to
disentangle the composite nature of social cohesion in the local society.
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