2015 2018

The globalization of the Christian chronology in the modern period

SATO, Masayuki

2,500,000

19
19

17

17
@

This project has examined the historical process of how and why the

Christian chronology was accepted by non-Christian countries since the 19th century. It has
demonstrated that as a result of developments in archaeology and geology accompanying the scientific

revolution of early modern Europe since the early nineteenth century, the method of counting
backward serially from the birth of Christ proved extremely useful in dealing with the debate over
the creation of the world. The use of the term BC was thus an accident since it was originally
conceived in order to describe the years between the Biblical Creation and the birth of Christ.
Secondly the project has indicated that the invention of the term BC transformed the system of
Christian eras from being a specifically Christian chronology to one with a universal potential.This
system is now widely used as the main chronology in many non-Christian countries.
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(1-3) James Hutton 1788 “Theory of the Earth” "The result, therefore, of

our present enquiry is, that we find no vestige of a beginning, no prospect of an end."
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