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Speech data sharing through international expansion of “Funny Talk contest"
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We showed concretely how we can deepen and share internationally our
understanding of speech communication by using our new Japanese coorpus, the "My Funny Talk" corpus
(Watashino Chotto Omoshiroi hanashi in Japanese, hereafter MFT). MFT is a collection of talks, all
lasting only a few minutes in length, that were entered in a funny spoken-story tournament, held
annually. It is useful as research material for variation in Japanese speech and for modern Japanese

folk storyteller®s art, and also as educational material on "live" Japanese speech for Japanese
learners and their teachers. MFT abounds in speech variations scarecely addressed in hundreds of
hours of standard spoken-language corpora. By using this corpus as a complement to previous corpora,
we a;e better able to address actual variation of pitch and phonation for example in Japanese
speech.
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