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Theoretical and practical study of the change in stress and word order
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It has been argued that the change of word order in English (from
object-verb to verb-object) is caused by the loss of case inflection. In this study, we proposed

the hypothesis that borrowing from old French changed the stress system, which in turn changed the
word order. We investigated the corpus of historical English. It is shown that when loanwords from

0ld French (or Anglo Norman) appear as the object of a verb, the frequency of VO order is high
while the frequency of OV order is low.
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