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Development of Reading Span Test for Japanese Learners and Construction of SEM
Reading Model
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The purpose of the study is to development the reading span test(RST)for
learners whose first language is not Japanese and to clarify the relationship among reading ability,
word knowledge, and grammatical knowledge.

RST was developed as a test to evaluate readers” working memory in the field of memory studies.
Initially it was a English version test for English native speakers developed by Just and Carpenter.
In Japan, Osaka developed a Japanese version for Japanese native speakers. Furthermore the
knowledge that RST is a predictor variable for second language reading comprehension was provided.
Japanese-English RST for Japanese high school students was also developed.
This study developed RST for international students who learn Japanese and the result of some
analysis proved the validity of this RST. The study also analyze the relationship among the RST
scores, reading comprehension, word knowledge, and grammatical knowledge. However it was not shown
the significant relationship.
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