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Preliminary consideration on the humanistic significance of Okinawa independence
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Okinawa has always been located in an abyss of modern sovereignty, or what
we call a “ state of exception.” Or we may say that Okinawa is constantly being exposed to the
violence of exceptionalization. In this study, | wish to discuss how to narrate history from this
perspective. To conclude, our conventional historical language is always-already implicated in the
concept of modern sovereignty and its premises, that is, territory and national subjectivity. In
other words, the premise of what we call politics, society, and economy-in addition to the
distinctions we make between public and private spheres-bears the mark of modern sovereignty.
Therefore, when we realize that the site of exceptionalization has its own history, we must ask, “
What is history?”
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