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Sir Ernest Satow and his diplomatic activities in Siam and Asian contexts
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Ernest Satow is well known to the Japanese for his diplomatic career in
Japan first as an interpreter at the British legation and later as the British Minister
Plenipotentiary, and for his scholarly works on Japan. But it is less known that he also served in
Siam between 1884 and 1887, the crucial period of growing European colonial expansion. Unlike
existing studies on Siam"s diplomatic relations in the late 19th century, which tend to focus on its
relations with Western powers, this research project examined the diplomatic activities of Ernest

Satow when he was in Siam and highlighted the distinctive role he played in Siam’ s relations with
East Asia such as China.
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