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Foundational Research on the Funeral Ritual and Grave System and Related Public
Support amidst an Individualizing Society
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This research aimed to understand how funeral rites are carried out when
individuals without close relatives die, making clear the situation surrounding death in Japan’ s
increasingly individualized society. In our survey, we found that there are many regional
municipalities having trouble handling the increase in such deceased individuals since entering the
2010s. Municipalities handle such individuals in diverse ways. While generally they cremate and
inter them, some also, for example, carry out funerary rites as well as subsequent memorial
services. we also found municipalities that have constructed, in cooperation with private
organizations, mechanisms by which individuals can realize their wishes regarding life-extending
measures, funerals, interment, and so on. In this way, mechanisms are gradually emerging that
societally provide death-related support in accordance with individuals’ wishes.
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