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This work studied the impact of US mega-foundations on higher education
policy. The US foundations are applying the so-called “ strategic advocacy” approach and influence
the policy at both state and federal level to scale their goal.

The US foundations became part of US policy sphere since the founding of the nation. In the age of
pilgrims, where the government was almost not existing, it was necessary for people to have
philanthropists and associations to help with the development of society. This led to the modern US
foundations.

The US is still run by multipolar stakeholders with federal and state governments, foundations, and
other entities working side by side. Although this complexity sometimes poses inefficiency, it also
provides alternatives and flexibility in policy making of a country as a whole.
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