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An empirical study of Japanese-style idol training group and self-formation

TOSAKA, MANABU

1,500,000

SNH48

The purpose of this reserch is to consider to the cultural influence of
globalized entertainment. Using the example of Japanese-style idol training groups that have
expanded into China and the activities of their fan communities, attention is placed on the
non-formal education (learning) and informal education (learning) aspects of their activities, which

are the key points of this study. For this purpose, The authors have been gathering data and
observing participants in Shanghai for a number of years.

Through the several series of processes, an awareness may be reached that becoming an idol and
being a fan of an idol, which is an activity that can be viewed at a glance as simply a “
leisure-time activity for geeks,” actually has a social activity aspect that promotes
self-development, and has significance in terms of lifelong learning.
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