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We recently reported frequent identification of Streptococcus mutans strains
with a collagen-binding protein (Cnm protein) on their cell surface in examinations of specimens
obtained from the oral cavity of IgA nephritis (IgAN) patients. In the present study, analyses of
detailed clinical findings of patients with IgAN revealed significantly increased dental caries
scores and rates of proteinuria detection. In addition, histopathological analyses of kidneys
extirpated from rats following inoculation with Cnm-positive S. mutans strains into the oral cavity,
which induced severe dental caries, demonstrated IgAN-like findings. Taken together, our results
indicate that Cnm-positive S. mutans strains are possibly associated with the pathogenesis of I1gAN.
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