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This research focuses on the governance of professional football in England
1980-2000 . Especially, I examine how researchers of sport had engaged in and given influenced on
the reform of professional football in the 1990s. Through the analysis, it can be shown that the
governance of professional football was totally changed after the discussion in Football Task Force
in 1997-2000: from regulation to mutualism. In addition, such a change led to developing new
academic research in sport science, such as sport governance and sport management, which could help
professional clubs promote corporate governance.
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