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My project explored the powerful alternative visions asserted by the
National Welfare Rights Organization, an association representing the recipients of Aid to Families
with Dependent Children (AFDC). Organization individuals radically questioned the foundations on
which U.S. welfare policies had been built, and the concept of “ welfare rights” became the
centerpiece of their struggle.

I examined the following five questions: (1)In what way did the black freedom struggle and the War
on Poverty become a seedbed for the NWRO? (2)Why did the NWRO oppose coerced sterilization? (3)How
did the NWRO demand the right to feed, clothe, and house their children, thereby insisting on their
right to live? (4)In what way did the NWRO fight for their vision of a guaranteed adequate income?

(5)How did antiwelfare sentiment lead to cutbacks in the AFDC, shrinking membership, and eventually
internal divisions within the NWRO?
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