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The relationship between a township leader and a village chief in
contemporary China is something of a political puzzle. Researchers have maintained that China’ s
bureaucratic system contains a very important political contracting framework. Accordingly, previous
research argued that political contracting was applied to leadership positions at both the town and
village levels, making comparable ‘ contractual’ demands on township leaders and village chiefs.
Certain characteristics of the two positions, however, differ significantly in their implications
for leadership performance and accountability.

Our research addressed this issue by constructing a new framework to account for the complexities
and subtleties that have emerged in the relationships between the two different types of leaders
working in their respective spatio-organizational settings under conditions of rapid socioeconomic
and political transformation.
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