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Linguistic diversity vs. biodiversity in Austronesia

NISHIMOTO, NOA

3,100,000

1992

This study is based on the idea that mankind’ s “ system of knowledge,”
including science and art, originates from abundant nature and biodiversity. This study aims to
identify the correlation between biodiversity and linguistic and cultural diversity, which UNESCO
and other international organizations have considered to be one of the most important issues since
1992. The study included a field survey in island countries in subtropical regions, such as
Madagascar, Tonga, and Easter Island, and a survey to investigate the ways local people use
biogenetic resources. This study particularly focuses on plant usage, and progress is being made in
recording video documentation of plants used in traditional medicine, and in preparing an archive.
While video production is underway in the local language with English subtitles, time will be
required for releasing the results due to sensitive issues relating to intellectual property rights,

biogenetic resources, and portrait rights.
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