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Tone patterns and functions of utterances with interjections
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I conducted an analysis of the tone pattern of an utterance accompanying an
interjection at its head, paying special attention to the tone pattern from the interjection to the
next word, using approximately 400 minutes of conversation data. My findings are as follows: (1) the

maximum fundamental frequency (FO) of the next word is generally higher by one to two semitones
than the FO at the middle of the interjection segment; however, the sorts of interjections, or the
silent segment between the interjection and the next word, may affect the result; and (2) in the
case of the repetition of an interjection, the maximum FO of the second interjection is lower by
almost one semitone than the FO at the middle of the first interjection segment. For further study,
I would like to compare the various types of tone patterns and their discursive functions to the
tone patterns found in this research.
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