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Vowel devoicing in Japanese and its relation to prosody, morphology, and
language acquisition
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This study investigated aspects of vowel devoicing in Japanese, one of the
characteristics in Japanese pronunciation that is often discussed. The study results added to the
findings in the literature on phonology. For example, it was found that word-internal structure does

not have an effect on the rate of vowel devoicing as phonological structure does. In child
acquisition, it was found that the child"s acquisition of vowel devoicing is related to their
acquisition of the length and complexity of the utterance. In the study of palatalized consonants in
Japanese, it was proposed from the results of experiments that they constitute consonant clusters
rather than single consonants phonologically, which is an important proposal in Japanese phonology.

The study also made it clear that there is further exciting research on vowel devoicing in Japanese
in the future.
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